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Questions are of value as indicated in the margin.
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3. You can make computers that are almost human. In some respects they are
superhuman; they can beat most of us at chess, memorize whole telephone book at a
glance, compose music of a certain kind and write difficult poetry, diagnose heart
disease, send personal invitations to big parties, even go temporarily crazy. No one
has yet programmed a computer to be of two minds about a hard problem, or to burst
out laughing, but that may come. Sooner or later, there will be real human machinery,
great whirring, clicking cabinets intelligent enough to read magazines and vote, and
able to think much better and faster than the rest of us. Well, may be. But not for a
while anyway.
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4. The Construction Ministry in the near future will start preservation work on
Okinotorishima, a tiny island in the Pacific about 2,000 kilometers south of Tokyo, to
maintain its economic interests there, ministry officials said Thursday. The island,
which is under the jurisdiction of the Tokyo metropolitan government, at low tide
becomes visible as a small area five kilometers wide, east to west, and 1.7 kilometers
long, north to south, but at high tide the island appears as only two small rocks, one
meter high and 2.6 meters wide, above the sea level. Waves constantly batter the rock
and it is feared that they will eventually become eroded and submerged in the next
few years.
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