B.A. (Honours) Examination, 2018
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Paper - JP 12 (H12)
(Techniques of Translation)

Time: Three Hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of the value as indicated in the margin.
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The term “kokotsu no hito” has recently come to wide-spread use. This is used to
refer to the aged. Originally, it was the title of a novel. The novel is written by an
author named Ariyoshi Sawako. A long time ago in Japan, there was a custom known
as ‘ubasute’ among poor farmers. Because they were too poor to feed their old people,
they took them out and abandoned them in the mountains. This is described in the
novel “Narayama-bushi-ko”. Yet this is an ancient story and such things are no longer
done. Reading “kokotsu no hito” made me think about many things. I would like to
buy this book for my friends to read too. I feel that young people must think about the

problems of the aged as their own problems.
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Shinshu is famous for the beautiful scenery of the mountains and lakes of the Japan
Alps. It is also well-known for its delicious soba and miso. Now you can buy them
anywhere in Japan. The other day I was longing for some miso from Shinshu and
went to a departmental store to buy it. The shopkeeper said it is very popular and sells
well. I can see the Japan Alps from my home town Shinshu. The summers are very
cool and we can sometimes hear the nightingale’s beautiful song. We can also swim
in a clear river nearby. The winters are very cold, but the snow is just beautiful. We
can ski and skate nearby. During the cold winter nights, it is great fun together around

the hearth and talk.
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