M.A. Examination, 2019
Semester — IV
Japanese
Paper J - 15
(Technical Translation)

Time: 3 Hours Full Marks: 40

Questions are of value as indicated in the margin.
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7)

A)

Origami is a traditional Japanese pastime where a single square of paper is
folded in different ways to create shapes like cute animals and beautiful
plants. Since it only takes a sheet of paper, the hobby can easily be
enjoyed anywhere; many people in Japan enjoy it at home and at school.
The best known origami shape, which many children learn from their
parents or grandparents, is the crane. Other shapes include flowers,
butterflies, crabs, and even difficult creations like Christmas trees.
Origami is especially popular among girls.

In thepast, most Japanese students were taught to play instruments like
harmonica inschool music classes. They rarely came into contact with
traditional Japanese instruments. However, as of this year, Japanese
musical instruments are now a required part of the musical curriculum for
middle school students. When they experience the shamisen, the kotoand
other traditional Japanese instruments, manychildren find that these
instruments sound fresh to their ears. It may actually be the older
generation, not the younger generation, who perceive traditional Japanese
music as formal and old-fashioned.

Mass media, especiallytelevision, have a great influence on children.
Yet many parents are worried that their children stay up late at night
watching television. We call such children “TV children”. The
number of “TV children”is gradually increasing. Many students
study while listening to the radio or watching television. We call
these people the “Nagarazoku”, although of course this also
includes many adults.
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