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Questions are of value as indicated in the margin.
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1)  About 14.5 million Japanese households keep pets, totalling about 19.0 million
dogs, cats, and other animals. Some statistics show that pets are found in one out of
every three to 3.5 households in Japan. With the recent trends toward fewer
children in each family and the rising average age of the population, many people
who live alone or in small families tend to keep a pet as an additional member of
the family .The steady increase in the number of pets also seems to be affected by
the fact that it has become easier to care for a pet, with many convenient pet care
products in the market.

2) In 1926 the Japan Broadcasting Corporation (NHK) was granted radio broadcasting
monopoly under the firm control of the Ministry of Communications. In 1950 the
broadcasting law made provision for a commercial sector and reorganized NHK as
a strictly public service organization. Television broadcasting started in 1953.

3) Mass media, especially television, has a great influence on children. However,
many parents are worried that their children stay up late at night watching
television. We call such children “TV [addict] children’’. The number of “TV

[addict] children’” (7L B> is gradually increasing.
Not only children, but also many adults are addicted to TV. Many students study
while listening to the radio or watching television. We call these people the “~ing

crowed (7235 18).
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