M.A 4™ Semester Examination, 2015
Japanese
Paper J XV (Technical Translation)

Time: Three Hours Full Marks: 40
Questions are of value as indicated in the margin. :
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@ How does the scientist differ from the philosopher? In ancient times, hardly at all,
for both claimed to be engaged in the pursuit of Wisdom, which was another term
for Knowledge, or God, or the secret of the Universe. Later on, it came to be
assumed that the scientist analyzes the world into bare data and then constructs
testable statements based on them, while philosopher attempts to build the most
abstract framework possible in which to explain it. So that the difference was not so
much a difference in kind as one of the emphasis. Nowadays, the wheel has turned
full circle, in the sense that the former now uses philosophical models in selecting

his data, and the latter now tries to be scientific in his explanation.
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@ The Construction Ministry in the near future will start prevention work on
Okinotorishima (/& /5) , a tiny island in the pacific about 2,000 kilometers
south of Tokyo, to maintain its economic interests there, ministry officials said
Thursday. The island, which is under the jurisdiction of the Tokyo metropolitan
government, at low tide becomes visible as a small area five kilometers wide, east to
west, and 1.7 kilometers long north to south, but at high tide the island appears as
only two small rocks, one measuring three meters high and 4.7 meters wide and the
other one meter high and 2.6 meters wide, above sea level. Waves constantly batter
the two rocks and it is feared that they will eventually become eroded and

submerged in the next few years.
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