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(Translation)
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I

Questions are of value as indicated in the margin.
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(7) Tokonoma is the place to put up scrolls or display flower arrangements. It is set

into a Japanese-style room. Its floor is made of wood and is a step higher than
the rest of the room. In the past, it was a place where divinities were worshiped,

but from the Muromachi (1392-1573) and the Azuchi-Momoyama Period (1573-
1603) it became a standard to use it for decorative purpose. Recently, however in
the average residence, there are many rooms but no tokonoma.

q ) New years cards are not only a way to send greetings for the new year, but are

also a means to allow the sender to relate the events in his life during the
previous year to people he can't often meet. Friend's new card, which tells of
marriage and shifting house, will not only greatly surprise the recipients, but will
let them know of the personal events in friend's life. The recipients will be

delighted to receive such a card, and it will leave a deep impression .When you
write about yourself and your aspirations in the New Year's card, it will
effectively convey your personality and friendliness.

(r) This morning I left my room earlier than usual, about 8.30, and by chance met
the guy who has moved in next door. He is a foreign student from France, named

Armand. We walked to the station together, talking as went. He goes to a

Japanese language school every day, and with all the homework it seems to be

pretty tough. He says he wants to go into journalism. He seemed to be a nice
person, and I hope we can meet again soon.
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