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T]'R: study of early medieval eastern India
hinges round the debate on the conpeet of Indian
feudalism. The entire debate becomes crucial
in the sense that most of the informed writings
o the area have joined the issue with his
concepl. The paradigm of Indian fendalism has
become s0 dominant in current Indian
historingraphy that most successive writers seek
either o strengthen it or demolish it Bat the
reality iz that the entire eastern India was a
cultural remon in the making dunng the carly
medieval times and this shift in centralivy from
the core area of middic Ganga valley oy the
erstwhile penpheries does have a relationzhip
with the structure of Teudalism that wok shape
during this perod.

The early medieval social formation was
matrked by the cmergenee of regional identities.
REight from the tane of Guplas, and more 8o
during the post-(iupta imes. the proecess of the
origin and evaluation of states. which was ull
then confined to the upper and middle Ganga
valley with some activities on this front also
going on in some other parts of the sub-
continent, came to acquire 2 regional dimension.
Thiz was preceded by a
agrarianisation of the erstwhile peripheral arcas

large scale

andd this, in e, maugurated the begimning of

different pattern of regional economies during
the period. In the case of castern India, despiie
sub-rezional varatons. one encounters the
emengenie of a cultural idiom that can be sl
b have assomed an identity of s owm,

While taking about eastern India, one necds
to take into consideration the differing
conjunction of forces that operated in its three
sub-regions Bihar, Bengal and Oris=a, While a
large part of Bihar constituting the mid-Ganga
valley had hatheno been the core area of political
and coonomic developments, the anea of Bengal
and Orissa were yet 10 undergo that process of
the exploitation of natural resources. Despite the
Magadhan intresion into these two zencs and
the emergence of localized state systems. the
developed clements of material culture hud, o
best, made only a nominal presence with therr
major segments siill remaining in the backwatcers
of economic and political development.

A survey of Panchobh copperplate in north
Bihar is important in this regard. The copperplaie
was discovered from village Panchobh, situated
-0 kilometers wesl of Lahenasarar, Darbhanga
disirict. It weas found while the cultivation of ekl
{or the purpose of farming. The place where the
plate was located and unearthed 15 surrounded
by several mounds with structures of bricks
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exposed. Presently the inscription is placed in
Patna muscum.

The inscription contains 30 hnes of writings,
29 full and line only 4 inches long and 173 inches
brouwd, The languase of the record i< Sansknt
and excepting line omne (o thirteen, which
comstitutes the formal part of the grant. the whole
is in versc. The chamcters belong tothe epstemn
variety of nagari alphaber which Buhler has
described w5 proto Bengali.! They are of the same
tvpe as those in the Dreopara inscription of
Vijayusend

The inscription records the grant of a village
pamcd Vanigama situated in the district
Jambuvani made by the Parambhttaraka
Maharajadhiraja Parmeshvam Mahamandalika
Samgrama supta, who is described s the lord
of Jayapura and the most devout worshipper of
Maheshvara. The donce is Brahman of samdila
- potra Kumarasavani: by name. learned in
viajurveda and having the three pravaras of
sandilya. Asita and Devala, son of Knshnaditya
and grandson of Rama, who hailed from
Kolancha, Mo particular occasion s mentioned
for making the srmt excepl that it is made on
account of great Favour shown o the donee* The
ereater part of the imsciption 15 taken up by an
sccountof the ancestors of the donor which gives
the following geneatogmcal able: (1) Yajnesh
gupta (2) Damodargepta (3) Devgupta (4)
Sansramgupts [."5.} Krishnagupta and (0)
Samgramasupta. It is however. noticeable that
while Rajadityasupta is credited with all
imperial titles of Semaramagzupta. Krishnagupta
1% dismissed with the only epithet Rajputra which
seems o ndicate that be miel with a premators
death during the lifetime of his father. Thoogh
one or two verses Have been devored to cach
royval personage, no historical fact is referred w

The Panchobh Copper.
in the inscription which may lead to their def
icbentifcaton? The mention of Cupla seneal

as referring 1o the dynasty 1o which the king
belonzed is, hovwever, suggestive of the fact what
rovval line harve been in some way conmected with
the later Crapta of Magadh * The charter 15 issued
from the royal victory camp and mentions the
desisnations of some officials, most of which
oceur in the grant of Palas and Senas of Bengal.
11 &5 danted on 9t day of the dark fortnight of the
menth of Kartika in the [Tih year of the reign
of the king. No era 15 mentioned. but on
paleographical grounds the inscription may be
assigned to o period not later thea the twelfth
A.DF The use of the
Mahamandalika along with the imperial litles,
Faramabhattaraka-Maharajadhiryja-
Parmeshvirs in the case of Samgramagupla and
his grondfather Rajadityagepta, indicates that the
family had been at first fendatories of Palas or
and later assumed the
independene after the decline in power of their

surerams?

cenlury fitle

NEenas titles of

Unlike the Gupta and grants, i this
macniplion we hied mention of only political
issues, e land grant of a brahamana. The
comventiomal portion of copperplate refers to
hizh and low grades of government officials and -
their attendants, showing that theee was stable
bureaueracy in cxistence, There are references
to aumeraus officials ént]uttit;_;_; the prime
mimister, minisker of peace and war, the chict
of military arrays, the chiel
superintendents of offices, the keeper of royal
seal, the lord chamberlan, the :iup::n'nlendv!;n[
of military supply, the chiet kecper of roconds,
the chict wardcon, the chief justice. the

masier

intetligence officers, the writer of grants etc, (n
the basis of such a vast burcaucracy. we can
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assume thar there may had been a well
established stale system extending its contrul
over the surrounding periphery. though the
adjacent place and namire of the state wall remain
doubtful until theough aree scale excavalion 15
done.

Though this inscoption does nol menfion
the existence of merchants and skilled anisans
or their represéntatives such as Sarthavaha,
Magarsresthi, and Kulika, whom we meet
frequently in Gupta land grants, the conventional
partion of the copperplaie invariably refer o
high and low grades of government officials,
showing that such a burcaucracy cam exist
without even any appreciable commercialzcation
of the socicty. In fact. the extensive land grants
made in favour of religious beneficianes. whe
were 0 be served within the donated areas by
socral groups like Malakams: Tailakas, Sankha-
vadnkas, vadakas, Karmakaras, Charmakaras,
Sutradharss, Sthapita. Napias. Rajakas, Vaidyas
and othersT, the renl [ree nature of these plots of
land. enabling the donee 1o appropriale @ major
part of the surplus as well as the persistence in
the epigraphs of the term pidam or forged labour
indicative of a burgeoning feudal economic
pattern, not only underline the fendal structure
of the socicty bul also hint af the operation of &
feudal economy. Recently M. R. Tarafdar, while
making a comparative sudy of the dilferent
seographical and culiural regions of early
medieval Bengal in terms of their economic
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viahility. has suggested that. "even if it is
presumed that the copper plates have lefi oul
several SOCIO-CCOMOMIC Zroups. il 1s apparent
that stciety wis agriceinene hased and that a long
chain of intermediaries extended between the
ruler and the cultivators. The bureaucracy
noticed in the epigraphs of the ime must have
been a significant link in the chain of this feadal
relationzhip,
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